ituc.   JLJbiiJbKI)   UJf   KING   HENRY  VHI

tered with them six of our ships, which took two of them, and
had undoubtedly taken the admiral, and moe of the best of
them, if they durst have tarried it; but perceiving themselves at
the last too weak, after a sore fight between them, they share off,
and these eleven plied again towards Scotland, though there we
cannot yet certainly hear what is become of them. And if the
governor think it good, we will send our navy to the May, where
they be, to take them, which shall be a great surety to Scotland,
and a great discourage to all that depend upon France. But, in
that case, the governor must permit our ships to take them,
though they should fly into the Leith for succour, and also help
them with victuals and other necessaries, if they shall need the
same; willing you to know his mind herein, and to signify the
same unto us with all diligence, doing what you can to cause him
to stay them till our ships come: and if that will not be granted,
then we would you should have a diligent eye upon them, that
you may advertise us a seven-night at the least before they shall
be ready to depart, that we may provide and lay for them, in such
place for the taking of them by the way as shall be most
convenient. ...

Seventh, our pleasure is, that if this matter grow to such a

garboil and extremity, as the young Queen shall be removed from

Linlithgow, you shall do what you can, by all good means and

, persuasion, both with the governor, the Earl of Angus, and Sir

George Douglas, to get her removed to Tantallon; but whether

that shall be granted or no, you shall travail that the old Queen

may be secluded from her, and left at Linlithgow, or where it

shall please her.   Which the governor may, and hath good cause

to do, seeing this conspiracy for her surprisal could not be made

but by her consent; the like whereof she will undoubtedly attempt

hereafter by all means, so as the young Queen cannot be sure

in her company; foreseeing that he put most trusty and sur^

folks about her, both for her sure keeping and preservation ql

her health accordingly.

Eight, our pleasure is, that you shall also advise the governor,
the Earl of Angus, and our sure friends there, before they shall
join with their enemies, to put all the strong holds in such sure
hands and custody, as, whatsoever should chance, they may be